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Dispatch Number: 434599 
Dispatch Date: June 22, 2010 

Notice of Reasons for Rejection 

Patent Application No. 2006-532 .1 5? 

Drafting Date: June 16, 2010 

Examiner of JPO : Ryo OGAWA 3006 2G00 

Representative: Shigeo NARUSE 

Applicable Articles: 29(1}, 29(2)., and 37 

it is deemed that this application is to be rejected for the following 
reasons. Opinions in tins matter should he submitted in an. Argument 
within three months of the dispatch date of this Notice. 

Reasons 

Reason 1 

The present application does not comply with the requirements of 
37 of the Patent Law as noted below. 

Motes 

Because the invention relating to the invention understood by 
selecting a first alternative in claim 1 (in which the "position* of a display 
element and the adjustment of a "visual property" are expressed by 
alternatives and which corresponds to the invention of adjusting only the 
first alternative, i.e., the "position" of the display element, Specifically,, 
"A display control method for ... comprising ... ii) adjusting either the 
position of the first and/or second display element, and iii) displaying the 
first and second display elements on their respective display layers in 
their adjusted position or positions in order to improve the ability of a 
user of the display apparatus to view the overlapping or potentially 
overlapping portion of the first and/ or second display element,") is not 
contributory to prior art in view of the disclosed content of cited reference 
1 (Japanese Patent Application Laid -Open (JP-A) No. 2001-56675) as 
indicated by following reason 2» the invention does not have special 
technical features. 

Accordingly, the same or corresponding special technical features 
cannot be found between the invention understood by selecting a first 
alternative in claim 1, the inventions other than the invention understood 
by selecting a first alternative in claim 1, and the inventions of claims 2 to 
54. 

Regarding the inventions citing the invention understood by 
selecting a first alternative in claim 1 among claims 2, 6, 16, 17, and 21, 
the requirements of unity of the invention are not needed exceptionally 
based on examination standards, (see Patent. and Utility Model 
Examination Standards. Part I, Chapter 2, Section 4.2.) 
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The invention of claim 7 (the invention to which the smallest claim 
number is attached among the inventions of claims in the same category 
that include all invention-identifying matters of the invention of claim 6 
in which whether a special technical feature exists has been determined) 
describes "the adjustment of the visual property" and has little technical 
relevance to "the adjustment of the position" which is a technical feature 
of the invention understood by selecting a first alternative in claim 1 and 
its problem to be solved by the invention has also little relevance, 
Consequently, the invention of claim 7 cannot be examined, 

As described above, the invention understood by selecting a first 
alternative in claim 1, the inventions other than the invention understood 
by selecting a first alternative in claim 1, and the inventions of claims 3 to 
5, 7 to 15, 18 to 20, and 22 to 54 do not constitute a group of inventions 
complying with the requiremen ts of unity of the invention. 
Consequently, the present application does not comply with the 
requirements of 37 of the Patent Law, 

Because the present application is against the provisions of 37 of 
the Patent Law, the inventions other than the invention understood by 
selecting a first alternative in claim 1 and the inventions of claims 3 to 5, 
7 to 15, 18 to 20, and 22 to 54 are not examined with respect to the 
requirements other than those of 37 of the Patent Law. 

Reason 2 

Since the inventions disclosed in the following claims of the 
present application are inventions which were described in the following 
publications distributed in Japan or foreign countries or were made 
publicly available through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or 
foreign countries, prior to the filing of the patent application, the present 
inventions cannot be patented on the basis of the provisions of 29(l)(iii) of 
the Patent Law. 
Reason 3 

Since it is deemed that the inventions disclosed in the following 
claims of the present application coiild have been easily invented by a 
person ordinary skilled in the art to which the inventions pertain based 
on the inventions described in the following publications distributed in 
Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of the patent application, the 
present inventions cannot be patented on the basis of the provisions of 
29(l)(hj of the Patent Law. 

Notes (Refer to "List of Cited References") 
Rejected Claims: 1, 2, 6, 16, 17, and 21 
Applicable Reasons; 2 and 3 
Applicable Cited Reference: 1 
Comments 

Cited reference 1 describes a display control method and a. display 
controller as described in claims 1, 2, 6, 16, 17, and 21 in which overlap 
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of a plurality of display elements is detected and the position of the 
display element is adjusted, in order for improving a visual property (see 
Figs. 3 to 9 and paragraphs [0085] to [01021, [0152] to [0172], [0189], and 
[0220] to [0235],}. 

Accordingly, the inventions of 1, 2, 6, 16, 17, and 21 are the same 
as the invention of cited reference 1, A person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of the inventions of 1, 2, 6, 16, 17, and 21 based on the 
invention of cited reference 1. 

List of Cited References 

I, JP-ANo, 2001-56675 

Record of Results of Prior Art Document Search 
Fields Searched: IPC G09G 5/00 to 5/42 
Prior Art Documents Found: 

JP-A No. 8-95741 

U.S. Patent No. 6805163 

Published Japanese Translation No. 2002-544544 of the PCT 
International Publication 

JP-A No. 2000-347645 

Published Japanese Translation No, 2003-507774 of the PCT 
International Publication 
JP-ANo. 9-146751 
JP-A No. 3-282586 
JP-A No. 3-186894 
JP-A No. 63-17488 
JP-ANo. 63-158587 
JP-A No. 61-248083 
JP-A No. 4-220691 

Published Japanese Translation No. 2002 -504764 of the PCT 
International Publication 

This record of the results of the prior art document search does 
not constitute a reason for rejection. 

When responding to this notice, claims without the unity should 
be rearranged or deleted not so as to be against the unity, the novelty, 
and the inventive step. Further, each of the above cited reference and 
the prior art documents should be compared to the present application 
and amendment matters which could be special technical features 
should be added. 

If you have any inquiries concerning this notice or wish to conduct 
an. interview, contact the following number. 
First Patent Examination Department, Nano-Physics Division 
Ryo OGAWA 
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tel: 03(3581)1101 (Ext. Noa, 3225 and 3226} 
fax; 03(3592)8858 
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